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CHAPTER V – STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
 

ARTICLE I – PUBLIC PROPERTY REGULATIONS 
 

SECTION 5-101:  MAINTENANCE AND CONTROL 
 
The Village Board shall have the care, supervision and control of all public highways, 
bridges, streets, alleys, public squares and commons within the Village, and shall cause 
the same to be kept open, in good repair and free from nuisances. 
 
SECTION 5-102:  OBSTRUCTIONS 
 
Trees and shrubs growing upon or near the lot line or upon public ground and interfering 
with the use or construction of any public improvements shall be deemed an obstruction 
under this article. The roots of said trees and shrubs may be removed by the street com-
missioner at the expense of the owner of the property upon which the trees and shrubs 
are located, should the owner fail or neglect to do so after notice. It shall be unlawful for 
any person, persons, firm or corporation to obstruct or encumber any of the streets, alleys 
or sidewalks by fences, gates, buildings, structures or otherwise. 
 
SECTION 5-103:  PERMITTED OBSTRUCTIONS 
 
Persons engaged in the erection, construction, reconstruction, wrecking or repairing of 
any building, or the construction or repair of a sidewalk along any street, may occupy the 
public street space with such building material and equipment as long as is necessary if 
such person shall make written application to do so; provided, no permit shall be granted 
for the occupancy of the sidewalk space or more than one-third of the roadway of the 
public space adjacent to the real estate on which said building is to be constructed, 
erected, reconstructed, wrecked or repaired; and provided further, a suitable passageway 
for pedestrians shall be maintained within the public space included in the permit, which 
shall be protected and lighted in the manner required by the Village Board. 
 
SECTION 5-104:  SIGNS; DEFINITIONS 
 
“Advertising” shall mean a sign which directs attention to any product, activity or service; 
provided, such sign shall not be related or make reference to the primary use, business 
activity or service conducted on the premises. 
  
“Animated” shall mean any sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action 
or create a special effect or scene. 
 
“Announcement” shall mean a small announcement or professional sign(s), not over 6 
square feet in area, except that an announcement sign or bulletin board not over 18 
square feet in area, set back at least 20 feet from any highway, street, road or roadway 
easement may be erected in connection with any of the permitted principal uses of a 



nonresidential nature. 
 
“Architectural canopy” shall mean an enclosed, illuminated or non-illuminated structure 
attached to the wall of a building with the face of the sign approximately parallel to the 
wall, where the signs are integrated into its surface. 
 
“Sign area” shall mean the entire area including the background of a sign on which copy 
can be placed but not including the minimal supporting framework or bracing. The area 
of individually painted letter signs, individual letter signs or directly or indirectly illuminated 
individual letter signs, shall be calculated on the basis of the smallest geometric figure 
that will enclose the entire copy area of the sign. Any such calculation shall include the 
areas between the letters and lines, as well as the areas of any devices, illuminated or 
non-illuminated. 
 
“Awning” or “canopy” shall mean any sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, can-
opy, or other fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover over a door, entrance, window 
or outdoor service area. A marquee is not a canopy. 
 
“Banner” shall mean any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is permanently 
mounted to a pole or building by a permanent frame at one or more edges. National flags, 
state or municipal flags, or official flags of any institution or business shall not be consid-
ered banners. 
 
“Billboard” shall mean a sign that identifies or communicates a commercial or noncom-
mercial message related to an activity conducted, a service rendered, or a commodity 
sold at a location other than where the sign is located. 
 
“Building” shall mean any sign supported by, painted on, or otherwise attached to any 
building or structure. 
 
“Building marker” shall mean any sign indicating the name of the building and date and 
incidental information about its construction, which sign is cut into a masonry surface or 
made of bronze or other permanent material. 
 
“Canopy” – see “Awning” 
 
“Changeable copy” shall mean a sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illus-
trations that can be changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the 
sign. A sign on which the message changes more than eight times per day shall be con-
sidered an animated sign and not a changeable copy sign for purposes of this article. A 
sign on which the only copy change is an electronic or mechanical indication of time or 
temperature shall be considered the “time and temperature” portion of a sign and not a 
changeable copy sign for purposes of this article. 
 
“Closed” shall mean a sign in which more than 50% of the entire area is solid or tightly 
closed or covered. 
 
“Commercial message” shall mean any sign working, logo, or other representation that 
directly or indirectly names, advertises or calls attention to a business, product, service 
or other commercial activity. 
 
“Destination” shall mean a sign used to inform and direct the public to important public 



places and buildings, landmarks and historical sites in the most simple, direct and concise 
manner possible. 
 
“Electronic message board” shall mean a sign that uses changing lights to form a sign 
message or messages wherein the sequence of messages and the rate of change are 
electronically programmed and can be modified by electronic processes. 
 
“Flashing” shall mean a sign which by method or manner of illumination flashes on or off, 
winks or blinks with varying light intensity, shows motion, or creates the illusion of being 
on or off. 
 
“Freestanding” shall mean any sign supported by uprights or braces placed on or in the 
ground which is used principally for advertising or identification purposes and is not sup-
ported by any building. 
 
“Ground” shall mean a sign mounted directly to the ground with a maximum height not to 
exceed 6 feet. 
 
“Illuminated” shall mean a sign illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source. 
 
“Incidental” shall mean a sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secondary to 
the use of the zone lot on which it is located, such as “no parking”, “entrance”, “loading 
only”, “telephone”, and other similar directives. No sign with a commercial message legi-
ble from a position off the zone lot on which the sign is located shall be considered inci-
dental. 
 
“Marquee” shall mean any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building, or 
extending along and projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and 
constructed to provide protection from the weather. 
 
“Nameplate” shall mean a sign not exceeding 2 square feet for each dwelling. 
 
“Non-conforming” shall mean a sign that advertises a business no longer in existence or 
a product no longer offered for sale and has advertised such business or product for a 
period of six months after the termination of the existence of such business or the termi-
nation of sale of the product advertised. 
 
“Obsolete” shall mean a sign advertising a business no longer in existence or a product 
no longer offered for sale and which has advertised such business or product for a period 
of six months after the termination of the existence of such business or the termination of 
sale of the product advertised. 
 
“Off-premises” shall mean a sign, including the supporting sign structure, which directs 
the attention of the general public to a business, service, or activity not usually conducted 
or a product not offered or sold upon the premises where such sign is located. 
 
“On-premises” shall mean a sign, display or device advertising activities conduct-ed on 
the property on which such sign is located. 
 
“Open” shall mean a sign attached to or hung from a marquee, canopy or other covered 
structure, projecting from and supported by the building and extending beyond the build-
ing wall, building line, or street lot line. 



 
“Pennant” shall mean any lightweight plastic, fabric or other material, whether or not con-
taining a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire or string, usually in a series, 
designed to move in the wind. 
 
“Pole” shall mean a sign that is mounted on a freestanding pole or other support so that 
the bottom edge of the sign face is 6 feet or more above grade. 
 
“Portable” shall mean a sign, usually of a temporary nature, not securely anchored to the 
ground or to a building or structure and which obtains some or all of its structural stability 
with respect to wind or other normally applied forces by means of its geometry or charac-
ter. Examples are menu and sandwich board signs; balloons used as signs; umbrellas 
used for advertising; and signs attached to or painted on vehicles parked and visible from 
the public right of way unless said vehicles are used in the normal day-to-day operations 
of the business. 
 
“Projecting” shall mean a sign attached to a building in such a manner that its leading 
edge extends more than 8 inches beyond the surface of such building or wall. 
 
“Real estate” shall mean a sign identifying the name of a business, enterprise or the prod-
uct sold on the premises, erected on and over the roof of a building and extending verti-
cally above the highest portion of the roof. 
 
“Roof” shall mean a sign identifying the name of a business, enterprise or the product 
sold on the premises, erected on and over the roof of a building and extending vertically 
above the highest portion of the roof. 
 
“Roof, integral” shall mean any sign erected or constructed as an integral or essentially 
integral part of a normal roof structure of any design, such that no part of the sign extends 
vertically above the highest portion of the roof and such that no part of the sign is sepa-
rated from the rest of the roof by a space of more than 6 inches. 
 
“Setback” shall mean the horizontal distance from the property line to the nearest projec-
tion of the existing or proposed sign. 
 
“Subdivision identification” shall mean a sign erected on a subdivision identification lot 
that identifies the platted subdivision where the sign is located. 
 
“Surface” shall mean the entire area of a sign. 
 
“Suspended” shall mean a sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane 
surface and is supported by such surface. 
 
“Temporary” shall mean a sign constructed of cloth, fabric or other material with or without 
a structural frame intended for a limited period of display, including displays for holidays 
or public demonstrations, and shall include portable signs as defined in this section. 
 
“Wall” shall mean any sign attached parallel to but within 8 inches of a wall, painted on 
the wall surface of, or erected and confined within the limits of an outside wall of any 
building or structure which is supported by such wall or building and which displays only 
one sign surface. 
(Am. Ord. No. 2017-O-2, 4-11-17) 



 
SECTION 5-105:  SIGNS; STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT 

 

1. The total area of all signs permitted on a lot shall include: 
 

A. The total area of the faces of all permanent exterior signs visible from a public 
way; plus 

 
B. The area of permanent signs placed upon the surface of windows and doors; 

plus 
  
C. The area within the outline enclosing the lettering, modeling or insignia of 

signs integral with a wall and not designed as a panel. 
 

2. Wall signs shall not exceed 1½ square feet per lineal foot of lot frontage, up to 
100 square feet in total size. A building or use having frontage on a second street may 
include 20% of the length of the lot facing the second street. 
(Am. Ord. No. 2017-O-2, 4-11-17) 

 
SECTION 5-106:  SIGNS; AREA AND HEIGHT COMPUTATION 

 

1. Computation of Area of Individual Signs. The area of a sign face (which is also 
the sign area of a wall sign or other sign with only one face) shall be computed by means 
of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle or combination thereof that will encom-
pass the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem or other display, together 
with any material or color forming an integral part of the background of the display or used 
to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is placed but not 
including any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative fence or wall when such fence 
or wall otherwise meets zoning ordinance regulations and is clearly identical to the display 
itself. 
 

2. Computation of Area of Multi-Faced Signs. The sign area for a sign with more 
than one face shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces visible from 
any one point. When two identical sign faces are placed back to back so that both faces 
cannot be viewed from any point at the same time and when such sign faces are part of 
the same sign structure and are not more than 42 inches apart, the sign area shall be 
computed by measuring one of the faces. 
 

3. Computation of Height. The height of a sign shall be computed as the distance 
from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached component 
of the sign. “Normal grade” shall be construed to be the lower of: (A) existing grade prior 
to construction, exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding, or excavating solely for the 
purpose of locating the sign; or (B) normal grade. In cases in which the normal grade 
cannot reasonably be determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that 
the elevation of the normal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the 
nearest point of the crown of a public street or the grade of the land at the principal en-
trance to the principal structure on the zone lot, whichever is lower. 
(Am. Ord. No. 2017-O-2, 4-11-17) 

 
SECTION 5-107:  SIGNS; SCHEDULES 

 

 1. Signs shall be permitted in the various districts according to the following:  



 

 
 
 2. Signs shall be permitted in the various districts at the listed square footage and 
heights according to the following:  
 

 
(Am. Ord. No. 2017-O-2, 4-11-17) 

 

 

Zoning District AGR R-1 C-1 C-2 I

Sign Type

Real Estate P P P P P

Announcement P P P P P

Wall P NP P P P

Name Plate C P P P P

Billboard NP NP NP NP NP

Ground C NP P P P

On-Site Advertising P NP P P P

Comm. Sponsored NP NP NP NP NP

Animated or Flashing NP NP C C NP

Pole NP NP P P C

P-permitted NP-not permitted C- Conditional Use

Zoning District AGR R-1 C-1 C-2 I

Sign Type

Real Estate

Max. Square Ft. 32 6 32 32 32

Max. Height 6' NP 4' 4' 4'

Announcement

Max. Square Ft. 32 6 32 32 32

Max. Height 4' 4' 4' 4' 4'

Wall

Max. Square Ft. 50 NP 100 100 200

Max. Height 15' NP 45' 45' 45'

Name Plate

Max. Square Ft. NP 2 NP NP NP

Max. Height NP NP NP NP NP

Billboard

Max. Square Ft. NP NP NP NP NP

Max. Height NP NP NP NP NP

Ground

Max. Square Ft. 100 NP 100 100 200

Max. Height 10' NP 10' 10' 10'

On-Site Advertising

Max. Square Ft. 100 NP 100 100 200

Max. Height 45' NP 45' 45' 45'

Off-Site Advertising

Max. Square Ft. NP NP NP NP NP

Max. Height NP NP NP NP NP

Pole

Max. Square Ft. NP NP 100 100 200

Max. Height NP NP 15' 20' 15'

NP-Not Permitted



SECTION 5-108:  SIGNS; SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 

 1. Real Estate. Not more than two signs per lot may be used as a temporary sign. 
Signs in the AG District shall be set back 20 feet from the road right of way or road ease-
ment. 
 
 2. Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs, including but not limited to billboard, 
ground and pole signs, shall constitute a structure for the purposes of this article and shall 
require a zoning permit prior to their installation. 
 
 3. Community Events and Functions. Signs used to display information for a com-
munity event or function shall be permitted in all zoning districts, provided they are tem-
porary only and are not placed in the right of way. 
 
 4. Billboards. Billboards, signboards and other similar advertising signs shall be 
subject to the same height and location requirements as other structures in the district 
and to the following conditions and restrictions:   
 

A. No billboard, signboard or similar advertising signs shall be located at inter-
sections so as to obstruct vision or hearing or to interfere with pedestrian or 
vehicular safety. 

 
B. No billboard, signboard or similar advertising signs shall be located within 50 

feet of any lot in a Residential District. 
 
C. No billboard, signboard or similar advertising sign shall be so constructed or 

located where the same shall unreasonably interfere with the use and enjoy-
ment of adjoining property. 

 
D. No billboard, as defined in Section 5-104, will be permitted within the village 

limits. 
 
 5. Signs hung from canopies and awnings shall be no closer than 7½ feet from the 
bottom edge of the sign to grade below. 
(Am. Ord. No. 2017-O-2, 4-11-17) 

 
 

ARTICLE II – STREETS 
 
SECTION 5-201:  NAMES AND NUMBERS 
 

1. The Village Board may at any time, by ordinance, rename any street or provide 
a name for a new street. Buildings used for residence or business purposes located along 
such streets shall retain their previously assigned numbers, and the street commissioner 
shall give notice to the owner, owners, occupant, or occupants of any buildings located 
along such named or renamed streets. 

 
2. It shall be the duty of the street commissioner, upon the erection of any new 

building or buildings, to assign the proper numbers to said building or buildings and to 
give notice to the owner, owners, occupant, or occupants that such new buildings have 
had numbers assigned to them. 
 



SECTION 5-202:  CROSSINGS 
 
The Village Board may order and cause street, avenue and alley crossings to be con-
structed under the supervision of the street commissioner, and the same shall be con-
structed of such materials as the Village Board shall deem necessary. When a petition 
for the construction of any such crossing is filed by an interested resident in the office of 
the village clerk, he/she shall refer such application to the street commissioner, who shall 
investigate and recommend to the Village Board allowance or rejection as final action by 
the Village Board on such application. 
 
SECTION 5-203:  EXCAVATION 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to make an excavation in any street for any purpose 
whatsoever unless a written permit is issued by the Village Board authorizing such exca-
vation. 
 
SECTION 5-204:  CUTTING OF PAVEMENT 
 

1. It is hereby determined to be unlawful for any person to cut into any paving, curb 
or sidewalk for the purpose of constructing a driveway or any other purpose whatsoever 
without first having obtained a written permit from the village clerk therefor. Before any 
person shall obtain a permit, he/she shall inform the village clerk of the place where such 
cutting is to be done. Before any permit is issued by the village clerk, the applicant for 
such permit shall deposit with the village treasurer a sum set by resolution of the Village 
Board for all paving, curbs or sidewalks to be cut. Such sum shall be set on a per square 
foot cost of construction basis. The deposit shall be retained by the Village for the purpose 
of replacing the paving, curbs or sidewalks in the event the work is done by the Village. 
In the event the Village elects to require the applicant to replace the paving, curbs or 
sidewalks, the deposit shall be retained by the Village until the work is completed to the 
satisfaction of the street commissioner or of the committee of the Village Board on streets 
and alleys. In addition to making the deposit set forth above, the applicant shall, before 
any permit is issued, execute a bond to the Village with a good and sufficient surety or 
sureties to be approved by the Village Board in a sum set by resolution of said board, to 
guarantee faithful performance of the work. 

 
2. It shall be the street commissioner's duty to inspect the place of entry into the 

paving, sidewalk or curb before the same is cut. When cutting into any paving, it shall be 
the duty of the applicant to do so under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 
by the Village Board or the village engineer. When the applicant is ready to close the 
opening made, he/she shall inform the street commissioner, who shall supervise and in-
spect the materials used and the work done in closing the opening. It shall be discretion-
ary with the Village Board to order the street commissioner, under the supervision and 
inspection of the village engineer or the committee of the Village Board on streets and 
alleys, to do the work of cutting and closing the paving and charge the costs thereof to 
the applicant. The Village Board may consent to the work of cutting and closing the paving 
to be done by the party holding the permit. 
 
SECTION 5-205:  OBSTRUCTING STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person or other legal entity to cause any obstruction of any 
public street, sidewalk or other public way unless such obstruction has been sanctioned 
by the Village Board. 



 
SECTION 5-206:  FIRE ON SIDEWALK OR PAVEMENT; SCATTERING 

        COMBUSTIBLE MATERIAL THEREON; PROHIBITED 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to burn any material on any concrete or asphalt pave-
ment, or to scatter any combustible material of any kind on the streets, alleys or public 
ground in this village. 
 
SECTION 5-207:  DRIVING STAKES 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive any peg or stake of any kind into the pavement 
in any street or alley without first procuring the written consent of the Village Board. 
 
SECTION 5-208:  MIXING CONCRETE 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to mix any concrete or plastering material directly on 
the street pavement for any reason whatsoever and to use said pavement as a mixing 
board for said material. 
 
SECTION 5-209:  HARMFUL LIQUIDS 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to place or permit to leak onto any street or in any 
gutter, waste gasoline, kerosene or high lubricating oils, which damage or act as a solvent 
upon said streets. 
 
SECTION 5-210:  EAVE AND GUTTER SPOUTS 
 
It is hereby declared unlawful for any person to erect or maintain any dwelling house or 
business building within the limits of the Village where the said dwelling or building abuts 
on any sidewalk or street, without providing proper guttering and eave spouts to receive 
the waste waters that collect on the said sidewalks and streets. All eave spouts erected 
on any dwelling house or business building shall be constructed to drain into the alleys, 
or shall be buried beneath the sidewalks and drain into the streets where it is found to be 
impossible to drain said eave spouts into the alley. 
 
SECTION 5-211:  HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
 
It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person or persons to move or operate heavy equip-
ment across any curb, gutter, bridge, culvert, sidewalk, crosswalk or crossing on any un-
paved street without first having protected such curb, gutter, bridge, culvert, sidewalks, 
crosswalk or crossing with heavy plank sufficient in strength to warrant against the break-
age or damage of the same. Hereafter, it shall be unlawful to drive, move, operate or 
convey over or across any paved street a vehicle, machine or implement with sharp discs 
or sharp wheels that bear upon said pavement; with wheels having cutting edges; with 
wheels having lugs, protruding parts or bolts thereon that extend beyond a plain tire so 
as to cut, mark, mar, indent or otherwise injure or damage any pavement, gutter or curb; 
provided, where heavy vehicles, structures, and machines move along paved or unpaved 
streets, the Village Board is hereby authorized and empowered to choose the route over 
which the moving of such vehicles, structures or machines will be permitted and allowed; 
and provided, school buses and emergency vehicles shall be permitted to use metal or 
metal-type studs the year around; it shall be permissible to use farm machinery with tires 
having protuberances which will not injure the streets; and it shall be permissible to use 



tire chains of reasonable proportions upon any vehicle when required for safety because 
of snow, ice, or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to slide or skid. 
 
SECTION 5-212:  WIDENING OR OPENING 
 
The Village Board shall have the power to open or widen any street, alley or lane within 
the limits of the Village and to create, open and improve any new street, alley or lane; 
provided, all damages sustained shall be ascertained in such manner as shall be provided 
by ordinance. 
 
SECTION 5-213:  UTILITY LINES, WIRES, ETC. 
 

1. Poles, wires, gas mains, pipe lines and other appurtenances of public service 
companies shall be located or erected over, upon or under the streets, alleys and com-
mon grounds after a proper application shall have been made to the village clerk in writ-
ing, and permission in writing shall have been given by the Village Board. Public service 
companies heretofore or hereafter granted right of way for the erection and maintenance 
of poles, conduits, gas mains, pipe lines and wires for the purpose of transacting their 
business upon, under or over the streets, alleys and public grounds shall at all times, 
when requested by the Village Board, erect, locate or relocate their poles, wires, gas 
mains, pipe lines and other appurtenances to such places and in such manner as shall 
be designated by the Village Board. 

 
2. Such poles, wires, gas mains, pipe lines and other appurtenances shall be re-

moved or relocated by said companies at their own expense when requested to do so by 
the Village Board. Whenever it becomes necessary for the Village Board to request such 
relocation for the public safety and convenience, the Village Board shall order said relo-
cation by resolution and the village clerk shall notify any company or companies affected. 
Said companies shall, within 24 hours after receiving notice, at their own expense, cause 
the poles, wires, gas mains, pipe lines or other appurtenances to be removed. The Village 
Board shall designate another location, as close as possible, where said poles, wires, gas 
mains, pipe lines or other appurtenances may be reset or placed. All poles, wires, gas 
mains, pipe lines or other appurtenances, shall be reset, placed or erected in such man-
ner that they will not interfere with the water system, sewer system, or poles, wires, and 
mains of any public utility located on the same street or alley, or with travel, buildings 
constructed, or hereafter to be constructed. Whenever possible, all poles, wires, gas 
mains, pipe lines or appurtenances shall be confined to the alleys of the Village. 
 
SECTION 5-214:  DRIVEWAY APPROACHES 
 
The street superintendent may require the owner of property served by a driveway ap-
proach constructed or maintained upon the street right-of-way to repair or replace any 
such driveway approach which is cracked, broken or otherwise deteriorated to the extent 
that it is causing or is likely to cause damage to or interfere with any street structure 
including pavement or sidewalks. The village clerk shall give the property owner notice 
by registered letter or certified mail, directed to the last-known address of such owner or 
the agent of such owner, directing the repair or replacement of such driveway approach. 
If within 30 days of mailing such notice the property owner fails or neglects to cause such 
repairs and replacements to be made, the street superintendent may cause such work to 
be done and assess the cost upon the property served by such approach. 
 
SECTION 5-215:  VACATIONS; TO BE FILED WITH COUNTY REGISTER OF 



        DEEDS 
 
All ordinances vacating a public street or alley within the corporate limits of the Village 
shall be filed within 30 days with the county register of deeds. (Adopted 4/9/03, Ord. No. 2002-

3) 
 
 

ARTICLE III – SIDEWALKS 
 
SECTION 5-301:  DUTY TO REPAIR; LIABILITY 
 
Every owner of any lot or piece of land within the limits of this village shall at all times 
keep and maintain the sidewalks along and contiguous to said lots or pieces of land in 
good and proper repair and in a condition reasonably safe for all travelers thereon. In 
case the owner or owners of any lot or land abutting on any street or avenue or part 
thereof shall fail to repair any sidewalk in front of his/her/their lots or land within the time 
and in the manner as directed and required by this article after having received due notice 
to do so, they shall be liable for all damages and injury occasioned by reason of the 
defective or dangerous condition of any sidewalk, and the chairman and Board of Trus-
tees shall have power to cause such sidewalks to be repaired and assess the costs 
thereof against such property. 
 
SECTION 5-302:  NEW SIDEWALK; NOTICE 
 
Whenever the Village Board shall deem it necessary that a new sidewalk should be con-
structed in front of any lot or piece of ground in the Village in a place where there is no 
sidewalk, they shall so order and the street commissioner shall thereupon notify the owner 
of such lot or piece of ground, or his/her agent, if a resident of the Village, of the work or 
improvement to be done, and such owner or person so notified shall be allowed 30 days 
from the date of said notice in which to construct the same. 
 
SECTION 5-303:  REPAIRING SIDEWALK; NOTICE 
 
Whenever the street commissioner shall deem it necessary that any sidewalk shall be 
repaired or it shall be required by the Village Board, committee on streets and walks or 
the street commissioner, he/she/they shall notify the owner of the lot or piece of land 
along and contiguous to which such sidewalk is situated to repair the same within 24 
hours from and after the giving of such notice. Oral notice to the owner shall be deemed 
sufficient. If the owner is not found by the street commissioner, then a written notice left 
in the house situated on such lot or piece of ground, or posted upon said premises, shall 
be sufficient, and the 24 hours shall begin to run from the leaving or posting of such notice, 
as the case may be. 
 
SECTION 5-304:  RECONSTRUCTING SIDEWALK; NOTICE 
 
Whenever the Board shall deem it necessary that an old sidewalk shall be replaced or 
reconstructed, it shall order the same to be done and the street commissioner shall give 
notice in the manner and form provided in Section 5-303 of this article, to replace or re-
construct the same within 30 days from and after such notice. 
 
SECTION 5-305:  FAILURE TO CONSTRUCT, RECONSTRUCT OR REPAIR 
 



If any such owner, after notice has been given as provided in this article, shall neglect or 
refuse or shall have failed to construct, repair, replace or reconstruct any sidewalk within 
the time limit in the notice given in such case, and whose duty it is made by this article to 
construct, repair or rebuild such walks, the street commissioner or other officer empow-
ered herein to act shall proceed at once without further notice to such owner or person to 
have such sidewalks constructed, repaired, rebuilt or reconstructed, as the case may be, 
and the expense of such work shall be assessed to such lot or piece of land and collected 
as provided by law. 
 
SECTION 5-306:  MATERIALS; EXTENT OF REPAIRS PERMISSIBLE; WIDTH 
 
All sidewalks on either side of the streets and avenues of this village in front of or along 
any lots or land abutting upon the same which shall be hereinafter constructed, recon-
structed or replaced shall be of concrete. No person shall construct, reconstruct or replace 
sidewalk of any other material; provided, however, the Board of Trustees may by resolu-
tion permit other material to be used on certain streets. No person shall repair any side-
walk constructed of material except as hereinbefore prescribed, when such repair shall 
require any new stringer or shall exceed in the aggregate one-third of the total amount of 
running feet in the sidewalks as repaired; and when any sidewalk within this village shall 
require repairs to be made thereon, which said sidewalk is constructed of wooden board 
or planks and stringers, the person or persons repairing the same shall not place any new 
stringers therein nor lay or replace boards or planks in such sidewalks, which boards or 
planks shall exceed in the aggregate one-third of the total number of running feet in such 
sidewalks. Such sidewalks shall not, in any event, be repaired unless such repairs shall 
first be consented to and authorized in writing by the committee on streets and sidewalks 
or street commissioner of said village, and the said committee shall cause a copy of such 
written authority to be filed with the village clerk. All sidewalks in front of or along any lots 
or parcels of land within the fire limits, where curbing is set or about to be set, shall be 
constructed not less than the width of the curb. All other sidewalks in the Village shall be 
not less than four feet in width. 
 
SECTION 5-307:  MANNER OF CONSTRUCTION 
 
All sidewalks shall be laid upon a four-inch bed or foundation of well-compacted gravel or 
coal cinders, having a covering of at least one inch of sand and having an inclination 
toward the gutter. Where bricks are used in the construction of any sidewalks outside of 
the business portion of the village, the bed or foundation shall have a convexity of one-
half of one inch in the center; and brick used in the construction of any sidewalks shall be 
what are known as hard paving brick and shall be laid diagonally across the walk. The 
whole work of grading and laying down of said sidewalks, whether done by the Village or 
the owner of the respective lots or parcels of land abutting upon the same, will be under 
the supervision of the committee on streets and sidewalks, overseer of streets or street 
commissioner and subject to their approval. 
 
SECTION 5-308:  FAILURE TO REBUILD 
 
In case the owner of property in front of which any unlawful sidewalk is constructed re-
fuses or neglects to rebuild or relocate the same within five days after notice to do so, 
then the Board may order the same rebuilt or relocated and assess the costs thereof upon 
the abutting property upon the same notice and in the same manner provided by law for 
the construction of and assessment for new sidewalks. 
 



SECTION 5-309:  DUTY TO REMOVE SNOW, SLEET AND ICE; PENALTY 
 
It shall be the duty of the occupant of each lot or parcel of land in said village to remove 
all snow, sleet and ice from the sidewalks adjacent thereto within 24 hours after the same 
has accumulated thereon; and if snow, sleet or ice shall remain on any sidewalk for more 
than 24 hours, it shall be the duty of the street commissioner to remove the same, and 
the expense of such removal shall be charged to and collected from the occupant or 
owner of such property. Any such occupant or owner who fails to remove the snow, sleet 
or ice accumulated on the adjacent sidewalks within the time aforesaid, upon conviction 
shall be fined and shall pay the costs of prosecution and the cost of the removal of such 
snow, sleet or ice. Said fine shall be set by the Village Board by resolution and placed on 
file in the office of the village clerk. 
 
SECTION 5-310:  DUTY TO REMOVE BRANCHES AND SHRUBBERY; PENALTY 

         
It shall be the duty of the occupant of each lot or parcel of ground in said village to keep 
the sidewalks adjacent thereto free from overhanging branches and free from limbs to a 
height of seven feet, and to keep such sidewalks free from encroaching hedges or shrub-
bery; and no tree, shrubbery or hedge shall be permitted closer than 18 inches to the 
sidewalk. It shall be the duty of the occupant of each lot or parcel of ground abutting on 
any intersection to trim and or remove any shrubbery or other obstacle which obstructs 
the view for a distance of ten feet from such intersection.  Any such occupant or owner 
who fails to remove the overhanging branches and limbs or other encroachments within 
three days after receiving written notice to do so, upon conviction shall be fined and shall 
pay the costs of prosecution and the costs of the removal of such encroachments. Said 
fine shall be set by the Village Board by resolution and placed on file in the office of the 
village clerk. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV – CONSTRUCTION OF PRIVATE DRIVES 
 
SECTION 5-401:  APPLICATION 
 
Before any person, firm or corporation constructs a private drive onto any public street or 
alley, an application shall first be made to the Village Board for a permit for such con-
struction. Such application shall be accompanied by a fee and shall be acted upon by the 
Village Board at a special hearing called specifically for consideration of such application. 
The said fee shall be set by the Village Board by resolution and placed on file in the office 
of the village clerk. 
 
SECTION 5-402:  PRIVATE DRIVE SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Private drives shall not exceed 24 feet in width and shall not be constructed within ten 
feet of adjacent lot lines unless such adjacent lots are owned by the applicant. 
 
SECTION 5-403:  APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
All driveway applications shall contain the following information: 
 

1.  The addition, block and lot which the driveway is to serve; 
 

2.  The location of the proposed driveway with reference to adjacent lot lines; 



 
3.  The width of the driveway and type of street surface to which the driveway will 

connect. 
 
SECTION 5-404:  APPROVAL OF BOARD 
 
In the event that the Village Board determines that such application is in due and proper 
form and that the same complies with this article, it shall approve construction of such 
requested driveway and note such approval in its official minutes. 
 
 

ARTICLE V – PENAL PROVISIONS 
 
SECTION 5-501:  VIOLATION; PENALTY 
 
Any and all persons violating any of the provisions of the several articles of this chapter, 
for which penalty is not therein provided, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in any sum not exceeding that permitted by Ne-
braska law for violation of a municipal ordinance. 
 
 


